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Sindiket ‘kaut untung’

]apl! temu vaksm

Oleh MASZUREEN HADZMAN
maszureen hadzman@mediamulia.com. my

PETALING JAYA: Polis mengesan
sindiket memanipulasi Program
Vaksinasi Covid-19 Selangor (SC-
VP) dan aplikasi MySejahtera un-
tuk mengaut untung cara mudah.
Itu modus operandi segelintir
individu menerusi sindiket yang
menyamar ‘orang tengah’ bagi
mendapatkan slot janji temu vak-
sinasi dengan bayaran tertentu.
Walhal melalui program itu,
kerajaan negeri membuka ta-
waran tersebut kepada industri
untuk mendapatkan vaksinasi
dengan bayaran RM380.
Bercakap kepada Utusan Ma-
laysia, Pengarah Jabatan Siasatan
Jenayah Komersial (JSJK) Bukit
Aman, Datuk Mohd. Kamarudirr
+Md. Din berkata, modus ope-
randi sindiket itu adalah dengan
mengiklankan perkhidmatan un-
tuk mendapatkan slot janji temu
vaksinasi di bawah SCVP mela-
lui laman Facebook dan aplikasi
WhatApps.
Kata beliau, sindiket itu me-
nyasarkan individu yang bermi-

nat, kemudiannya akan disena-
raikan sebagai penerima vaksin
melalui aplikasi Langkah Masuk
Dengan Selamat (SELangkah)
yang dilancarkan oleh kerajaan
Selangor.

Ujar beliau, harga yang di-
tawarkan oleh suspek adalah
RM450 untuk warganegara dan
RMB800 untuk warga asing.

“Sehingga kini, hanya dua kes
dikesan berkenaan cubaan pen-
jualan dan penipuan janji temu
vaksinasi Covid-19. Penahanan
ke atas dua suspek yang berkaitan
telahpun dibuat oleh pihak polis
sebagaimana siaran media saya

... modus operandi sindiket itu adalah
dengan mengiklankan perkhidmatan
untuk mendapatkan slot janji temu
vaksinasi di bawah SCVP melalui laman
Facebook dan aplikasi WhatApps.”

MOHD. KAMARUDIN MD. DIN

pada17 Jun 2021 lalu.

“Sehubungan itu, kes disiasat
di bawah Seksyen 420 dan Sek-
syen 511 Kanun Keseksaan kerana
cubaan untuk menipu,” katanya
di sini semalam.

Dalam kes berasingan, Mohd.
Kamarudin memberitahu, polis
turut menerima satu laporan oleh
petugas di sebuah Pusat Pemberi-
an Vaksin (PPV) di Kuala Lumpur.

Laporan berkenaan mendakwa
ada individu yang tidak dikenal
pasti telah menambah jumlah
penerima vaksin di dalam Sistem
MySejahtera di PPV berkenaan.

“Tindakan tersebut telah men-

gakibatkan jumlah penerima vak-
sin yang hadir melebihi daripada
had vaksin yang diperuntukkan
dan sehubungan itu siasatan lan-
jut sedang dijalankan di bawah
Seksyen 5 Akta Jenayah Kom-
puter 1997, tegasnya.

Dalam pada itu, tegas Mohd.
Kamarudin, sebagaimana dimak-
lumkan Kementerian Kesihatan,
pemberian vaksin dilaksanakan
oleh kerajaan secara percuma.

Justeru, pihak Polis menggesa

-orang ramai untuk sentiasa peka

dan cakna dengan inisiatif vak-
sinasi yang sedang dilaksanakan
oleh kerajaan.
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Zizi dalami bacaan ayat suci secara
berlagu turut kongsi ilmu dengan peminat

Oleh Sudirman Mohd Tahir
sudirman@hmetro.com.my

Kejayaan beberapa single
genre hip hop seperti
Siapa Yang Bap Bap, Nak
Ke Tak Nak, Boleh Jalan
dan Eh menjadikan nama
penyanyi popular Zizi
Kirana lebih dekat dengan
peminat dan pencinta
muzik tempatan.

Malah, Zizi, 36, atau
nama sebenarnya Nur
Fazelah Mad Tahil kini
adalah antara penyanyi
wanita yang sentiasa
menjadi rebutan selain
dikelaskan sebagai rapper
wanita yang mempunyai
keunikan tersendiri.

Dalam masasama,
siapa sangka di sebalik
genre muzik dibawa Zizi
juga pemenang kategori
Persembahan Terbaik
pada Anugerah Juara Lagu
ke-35 (AJL 35). menerusi
lagu Eh mempunyai
kelebihan dalam
mengalunkan lagu nasyid,
selawat dan membaca
ayat suci al-Quran dengan
taranum.

Perkongsian Zizi
menerusi hantaran yang
dimuat naik di Instagram
sejak tahun lalu itu
mendapat maklum balas
positif selain warganet
memuji pendekatan yang
digunakannya.

“Tujuan saya berkongsi
sebab nak menggalakkan
‘followers’ di Instagram
supaya mereka berani
untuk belajar. Siapa
mengikuti saya, pasti tahu
perjalanan saya macam
mana. Apa yang saya
kongsi, saya nak mereka
juga dapat ilmu itu supaya

berani buat.

“Kadang ada juga
kawan artis cakap mereka
takut, malu nak mengaji
dengan alasan sudah lama
tak mengaji, jadi mereka
tak berani. Justeru, apabila
saya memuat naik dan
kongsi bacaan dengan
taranum, belajar tajwid,
membaca surah dan
alunan selawat, sekurang
kurangnya ia buat hati
orang terbuka untuk
lakukan perkara sama.

“Apadikongsikan
adalah untuk semua
‘followers’ dan peminat
untuk turut buat perkara
sama dengan kita sama-
sama belajar ilmu al-
Quran ini,” katanya.

Zizi yang muncul
pada program Quran
D’Hati anjuran Persatuan
Mahasiswa Fakulti
Pengurusan Dan
Muamalah (PMFPM),
Kolej Universiti Islam
Antarabangsa Selangor
(Kuis) turut berkongsi
bagaimana diajatuh
cinta membaca al-Quran
dengan taranum.

“Sebenarnya, sejak di
Sabah saya sudah belajar
sedikit taranum. Apatah
lagi, ibu saudara saya juga
bekas gariah di sana. Jadi,
dia selalu ajar taranum.
Ketika masih di sana,
memang mudah nak
belajar sebab ada orang
terdekat tolong ajarkan.
Tapi, sejak berhijrah di
Kuala Lumpur, kadang
kadang belajar, ada ketika
tidak. Tapi, mengaji
diwajibkan oleh keluarga,
setiap hari kena belajar.

“Nak dijadikan cerita,
tahun lalu baru saya betul

betul belajar semula
taranum. Apabila saya
berjumpa Ustaz Fakhrul
dan lain-lain, mereka
banyak berikan sokongan
dan saya menjadi lebih
semangat nak belajar.

“Alhamdulillah,
setakat ini saya sudah
belajar taranum Sikah,
Rast, Hijjaz dan Soba.
Sebab taranum ada
banyak, jadi ambil
masa untuk belajar
sebab lain-lain bunyi.
Untuk dapatkan bunyi
yang betul kena rajin
buat latihan. Sebab itu
sekarang saya masih
belajar lagi dengan ustaz
dan ustazah yang pakar,”
katanya.

Menurut Zizi, mereka
yang menjadikan tempat
rujukannya terdiri
daripada Ustaz Fakhrul
UNIC, Ustaz Fahmi,
Ustazah Farha, Ustazah
Asnidan Ustaz Tarmizi.

Dalam masa sama,
Zizi menekankan perlu
belajar tajwid dahulu
sebelum mengaji dengan
taranum.

“Kalau baca saja
dengan taranum, tapi
tajwid salah pun tak
boleh juga. Jadi, betulkan
tajwid dulu baru belajar
taranum. .

“Diakui ramai juga
yang mesej (DM) di
Instagram minta saya
buat kelas mengaji dalam
talian. Tapi, saya pun
masih belajar lagi, jadi
belum berani untuk

PAKAIAN
INSTAGRAM

mengajar. Namun, untuk
kongsi ilmu dan apa yang
mereka ingin tahu saya
tak keberatan. Nak kata
mengajar, saya belum
sampai tahap itu.

“Macam dalam
program Ngaji On The Go
di TV Alhijrah, bacaan
saya dibimbing Ustazah
Aisyah Baain. Dia bagi
surah dan taranum.
Terbaharu saya diberi
taranum Hijaz dan baca,
tapi diajar oleh ustazah.
Bagi saya, ia program ¥
yang bagus dalam masa ;_
sama kita dapat

Sabah yang mewakili
sekolahnya berkata, untuk
kekal istigamah dalam
membaca al-Quran adalah
perbetulkan niat.
“Pertama sekali, niat
kena betul dan buat apa

2 Kitana

belajar. Cara \
pembelajaran | \
punmudah, | =
bukansusah |
sampai kena ‘ﬁ +
‘stress’,” f

/

2ZIZI ketika menjadi tetamu
pada program Quran D’Hati.

katanya.
Ziziyang
pernah \
menyertai %
pertandingan
tilawah - B
al-Quran sy
peringkat

l_q
N .

PROGRAM QURAN D'HATI | BERSAMA PANEL ZIZI KIRANA

N

Apabila saya
memuat naik
dan kongsi
bacaan dengan
taranum, belajar
tajwid, membaca
surah dan
alunan selawat,
sekurang-
kurangnya ia
buat hati orang
terbuka untuk
lakukan perkara
sama

i1

yangdiniatkan. Perlahan
lahan baca satu muka
surat, kemudian tambah
lagi. Apabila kekal macam
itu, lama-kelamaan
berapa hari selepas itu
akan lebih mudah. Apa
yang penting semangat.
“Macam saya sendiri,
penguat semangat untuk
buat semua ini adalah
doa mak. Sokongan
daripadanya, keluarga,
rakan-rakan, malah sejak
tahun lalu lagi ramai
mendoakan yang baik-
baik untuk saya. Jadi, doa
mereka siapa tahu sudah
dimakbulkan. Malah,
mungkin berkat doa
mereka juga menjadikan
saya lebih baik daripada
sebelum ini,” katanya.

Bercakap mengenai
penampilan terbaharunya
yang dikatakan sudah
berhijab, Zizi berkata, dia
sentiasa berdoa kepada
Allah SWT dan mohon

doa orang ramai.

“Saya hanya mohon
doa pada Allah, itu saja
boleh cakap. Saya tak
berani nak cakap, hari ini
nak berhijrah. Sebab iman
kita tidak tetap, sentiasa
berbolak-balik. Jadi,
lebih baik berdoa dan
minta Allah tetapkan hati
supaya apa yang kita buat
ini kekal istigamah dan
berterusan.

“Saya pun buat secara
perlahan-lahan, sebab itu
saya tak pernah kongsi di
media sosial cakap sudah
bertudung. Sebab saya
masih belajar, saya tidak
mahu perubahan secara
mendadak dan tiba-tiba.
Jadi, biar saya buat satu
persatu supaya ia tidak
sementara,” katanya.

Ditanya jika imej
berhijab itu kekal adakah
dia akan bertukar genre
lagu, Zizi berkata, Zizi
Kirana masih tetap
menyanyikan genre hip
hop.

“Insya-Allah,
kalau penampilan ini
berterusan saya tetap
akan bawa genre hip
hop, sebab ini apa yang
saya sudah buat. Cuma
mungkin dari segi
lagu dan lirik, bukan
lagi macam dulu, tapi
‘trademark’ Zizi Kirana
masih sarkastik, kena
ada unsur nasihat dan
peribahasa dalam lagu
saya.

“Jadi, jangan risau
genre tetap sama,
tapi saya juga akan
menyanyikan lagu
ketuhanan dan unsur
nasihat secara santai.
Insya-Allah.

“Akan datang single
baharu yang dirakam
sendiri di rumah. Saya
hantar vokal di studio
dan minta mereka
proses. Insya-Allah
dalam masa terdekat
akandilancarkan.
Mengenai kolaborasi
dengan UNIC pun sudah
ada perancangan, tapi
disebabkan keadaan
semasa kita ketika ini, ia
tergendala lagi,” katanya.
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PKPD di negeri itu dilanjutkan.

Gergasi Merah
beralih stadium

Oleh MUHD. ARDIE PUTRA
SUHAIMI

PASUKAN Selangor FC telah
mengambil keputusan untuk
menjadikan Stadium Majlis Per-
bandaran Manjung, Perak seba-
gai venue tuan rumah sekiranya
Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan
Diperketat (PKPD) di negeri ini
dilanjutkan.

Sebagai rekod, pihak kerajaan
telah menetapkan hampir kese-
luruhan daerah dan mukim di Se-
langor menjalani perintah PKPD
selama dua minggu yang akan
berakhir pada 16 Julai ini.

Susulan itu, Liga Bola Sepak
Malaysia (MFL) telah menga-
rahkan beberapa pasukan yang
berpangkalan di Lembah Klang
termasuk skuad Gergasi Merah
untuk mencari alternatif baharu

memandangkan saingan Liga
Malaysia (Liga M) akan bersam-
bung minggu depan.

Pengurus pasukan Selangor
FC, Mahfizul Rusydin Abdul
Rashid berkata, pihak penguru-
san sudah mengenal pasti venue
yang sesuai untuk dijadikan sta-
dium tuan rumah bagi menggan-
tikan Stadium Majlis Bandaraya
Petaling Jaya (MBPJ).

“Kita belum tahu sama ada
status PKPD di Selangor akan di-
lanjutkan atau sebaliknya tetapi
kami tetap melakukan persedi-
aan awal jika situasi yang sama
berterusan dengan tidak dapat
menggunakan Stadium MBPJ.

“Justeru, pengurusan sepakat
untuk menjadikan Stadium MP
Manjung di Perak sebagai venue
tuan rumah bagi pasukan Selan-
gor dan skuad Liga Premier, Se-

ng sebagai tuan rumah ke Stadium Manjung sekiranya

langor 2.

“Saya rasa ia tidak akan men-
jadi masalah yang besar me-
mandangkan saingan akan di-
langsungkan tanpa kehadiran
penonton dan saya harap pe-
main akan tetap memberi fokus
sepenuhnya di atas padang,” ka-
tanya ketika dihubungi Kosmo!
semalam.

Selain Selangor, pasukan Pe-
taling Jaya City (PJ City), UiTM
FC , Skuad Projek FAM-MSN dan
Negeri Sembilan FC turut terje-
jas dengan arahan PKPD yang
ditetapkan oleh kerajaan.

Namun, skuad Kuala Lumpur
City (KL City) dan PDRM FC boleh
beraksi di Stadium Bola Sepak
Kuala Lumpur, Cheras Kkerana
lokasinya tidak termasuk dalam
PKPD lpkaliti yang ditetapkan oleh
Majlis Keselamatan Negara (MKN).
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KUALA LUMPUR - Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan
Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah menasihatkan
orang ramai di Selangor supaya memilih lokasi Pusat
Penilaian Covid-19 (CAC) terdekat bagi mengelak
kesesakan di Stadium Melawati, Shah Alam.

Menerusi perkongsian di Twitternya, Dr Noor
Hisham berkata, terdapat 12 lagi CAC di negeri
itu yang boleh dikunjungi iaitu satu di daerah Klang
dan Hulu Selangor serta 10 di daerah Gombak.

Sementara itu, Menteri Besar Selangor, Datuk
Seri Amirudin Shari berkata, kerajaan negeri akan
terus memberi kerjasama dengan Jabatan Kesihatan
Negeri (JKN) bagi meningkatkan kapasiti CAC.

“Kerajaan negeri akan mengambil kira bebe-
rapa faktor utama seperti jumlah kakitangan, su-
karelawan perubatan serta lokasi yang sesuai,”
katanya di Facebook pada Selasa..

Sinar Harian pada Isnin melaporkan, CAC
Stadium Malawati, Seksyen 13 di sini seperti berada
dalam 'medan perang' apabila ribuan individu po-
sitif Covid-19 berpusu-pusu melaporkan diri.
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AWANG naik takut dengan apa yang
berlaku pada hari Isnin lepas di Pusat
Penilaian Covid-19 (CAC) di Stadium
Malawati, Shah Alam.

Surat khabar ini laporkan lebih ku-
rang 4,000 orang individu yang sah
positif bertumpu ke sana.

Mereka beratur sejak 6 pagi lagi
sedangkan pusat itu dibuka pada jam 9
pagi. Mereka yang datang dah bersiap
dengan beg pakaian dan baldi. Mereka
menunggu untuk dibuat saringan sama
ada dihantar ke hospital atau ke Pusat
Kuarantin dan Rawatan Covid-19
Berisiko Rendah (PKRC) di Serdang.

Awang tak faham kenapa hal itu bo-
leh berlaku. Sebelum ini, orang yang
bertanggungjawab di CAC kata itu™*pro-
ses biasa” dan ““tidak ada yang pelik”™.

Apa pula alasan kali ini? Kira-kira
4,000 mereka yang disahkan positif ber-

himpun di satu tempat “perkara
biasa?”

Peliknya kenapa tak buka lebih
awal dari jam 9 pagi di situ? Kenapa
tak buka CAC lain bagi meringan-
kan beban di Stadium Malawati?
Tempat itu sekarang, macam tajuk
utama akhbar ini dah jadi “medan
perang”. Khabarnya ada yang peng-
san kerana menunggu terlalu lama.

Awang harap sangatlah agar
pengurusan soal Covid-19 ini dibuat
guna akal. Jangan buat keputusan
dalam bilik berhawa dingin.
Turunlah ke bawah tengok masalah
yang dihadapi oleh rakyat. Buatlah
keputusan yang terbaik, pantas dan
betul dalam keadaan semacam itu.

Jikalau orang-orang besar
Kementerian Kesihatan Malaysia -
(KKM) dan kerajaan negeri
Selangor turun padang, tentulah hal
seperti di CAC Stadium Malawati
itu dapat dielakkan.
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SHAH ALAM - Sultan Selangor,
Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah ber-
kenan menasihatkan seluruh umat
Islam agar menyambut Hari Raya
Aidiladha secara sederhana di ke-
diaman dan tidak pulang ke kampung
atau keluar dari daerah masing-
masing.

Baginda bertitah demikian ketika
menerima menghadap Timbalan
Mufti Selangor baharu, Prof Madya
Dr Miszairi Sitiris di Istana Bukit
Kayangan, Shah Alam pada Selasa.

Menerusi satu hantaran di
Facebook Selangor Royal Office

pada Selasa, baginda turut menzahir-
kan kebimbangan mengenai kes
‘sporadik’ Covid-19 yang meningkat
khususnya dalam kalangan umat
Islam di Selangor ketika ini. Baginda
tidak mahu ia merebak seperti yang
berlaku pada Hari Raya Aidilfitri
lalu.

Sultan Sharafuddin juga meminta
sekalian rakyat agar berkorban kerana
keadaan wabak Covid-19 masih me-
runcing, dengan jumtlah kes baharu
di Selangor yang melebihi 4,000 kes
sehari dan jumlah kematian ke-
seluruhan yang kini mencecah 2,063

orang.

Baginda turut menggesa pihak
yang bertanggungjawab ke atas peng-
agihan vaksin ke seluruh negara su-
paya menambah jumlah pemberian
vaksin di Selangor pada kadar segera,
agar nisbah peratusannya selari de-
ngan jumlah populasi dan jumlah
kadar jangkitan wabak di Selangor.

“Pemberian vaksin kepada
pekerja-pekerja kilang harus di-
segerakan, sebagai usaha memutus-
kan rantaian jangkitan Covid-19 dan
mencapai imuniti kelompok,” titah
baginda.

Sultan
Sharafuddin
berkenan
menasihatkan
seluruh umat
Islam agar
menyambut Hari
Raya Aidiladha
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Soup kitchens, eateries and volunteers in Subang, Puchong
and Kuala Lumpur are offering free meals to families in need,
the jobless, welfare homes and refugees so that they can have
at least one hot meal a day. >2&3

Classified: (03) 7966 8200

Cooking for a good
cause: The Assembly
Soup Kitchen
volunteers busy
packing food to be
distributed to
underprivileged
groups.

a5
LaAR

\‘g‘

The team at Charlie’s Cafe has to work three times harder during the
MCO to keep the business afloat. (Right) Dapur Kinrara volunteers
busy cooking and packing meals. — Photos: AZLINA ABDULLAH,
LOW LAY PHON and YAP CHEE HONG/The Star

By JADE CHAN and
VIJENTHI NAIR
metro@thestar.com.my

THOSE with limited financial
resources are finding it tough to
survive the lockdown and strug-
gling to put food on the table.
They include people out of jobs
and charity homes in need of help
to feed their dependants.
StarMetro speaks to a few soup
kitchens and restaurants that have
stepped up to lend a helping hand.

Raashi Kitchen

Its owner Raman Rajagopal had
been busy offering free meals to
people in need since the move-
ment control order was imple-
mented early this year.

“We are sponsoring cooked food
to those who need it.”

He has been practising what he
believes, in not letting anybody go
hungry.

“I was about to open my restau-
rant in March 2020 when the first
MCO hit.

“I focused on takeaways and
deliveries but the situation got bet-
ter when dine-in was allowed.”

Raman, whose restaurant serves
North and South Indian cuisines,
said he received calls in February
from people asking for food.

“Charity homes were not receiv-
ing donations and people lost their
jobs. Church and refugee groups
reached out for help.

“I focused on helping them
because everyone deserves at least
one good, hot meal daily.”

Motivated by Indian guru Sri
Sathya Sai Baba’s phrase “love all,
serve all”, Raman estimates that
80% of meals from his restaurant
went to charity while 20% were
paying customers.

“I started by donating 40 meals,
now it’s about 350 meals daily,”
said Raman, whose restaurant is
located in S$18, Subang Jaya in
Selangor.

As of June 20, he has given out
20,000 free meal packs, and aims
to serve 200,000 by year end.

“The meals are distributed either
via delivery services or well-wish-
ers to homes in Subang Jaya,
Cheras, Pudu, Jalan Kelang Lama
(Kuala Lumpur) and Kajang.

“I'have also distributed spon-
sored meals to frontliners like
policemen and firemen.

“Each meal contains rice, two
vegetables and a protein (usually
chicken) at an estimated RM10 per
pack.

“I don’t lower the quality of free
meals. The beneficiaries get to
enjoy the same meals as paying

y

Hot meals for the hungry

Kind souls look out for society’s less fortunate during trying times

customers,” said the 68-year-old.

He does not question people
who walk in or call up asking for
food as he believes they are des-
perate.

“I'have also had people from
Kedah and Johor calling for help. I
usually ask them to buy a meal
from a place near them and I will
pay the restaurant through bank
transfer.

“Fifty per cent of the amount
from paying customers goes
towards the free meal initiative.

“I receive about RM7,500 from
contributors, while the rest is from
my own pocket.”

Raashi Kitchen opens daily as
“hunger never stops”.

“What motivates me is a sense of
happiness that money cannot buy,”
said Raman, who sometimes
donated eggs, onions and potatoes
to charity homes too.

“We need to have compassion
and empathy for the underprivi-
leged, especially during tough
times,” he added.

Retired bankers Lachamanan
Vasudevan and Yong Yoke Yeh are
among regular contributors.

The husband and wife who
reside in US] 3 donate RM400 to
RM500 a month to sponsor meals.

They also personally deliver
meals to two disabled individuals
in their neighbourhood.

“We enjoy the food at Raashi
Kitchen. We like Raman’s initiative,
S0 we give money to support it,”
said Yong.

“We have also shared about this
initiative with neighbours and
friends who are also donating
money to the cause.”

S. Nadarajah, who turned 64 in
late June, contributed RM500 as a
birthday gift to support the initia-
tive.

“Ilet Raman decide on distribu-
tion of the sponsored meals.

“It’s a good cause and the food is
given to beneficiaries of different
races and backgrounds,” said
Nadarajah from US]2.

For details, call 012-677 0505.

Charlie’s Cafe

This social enterprise cafe,
founded in 2015, serves comfort
food such as chicken chop and nasi
lemak.

Located in Taman Bukit Desa,
Kuala Lumpur, the cafe introduced
the “pay it forward” concept where
customers have the option of con-
tributing RM5 as a “pay it forward”
meal.

The RMS5 is then used to cover
the cost of one person’s meal, typi-
cally something simple like fried
rice with fried chicken.

“We didn’t know what to expect
when we launched the concept
five years ago,” said cafe co-found-
er Desonny Tuzan.

He said the idea came from
friends and mentors during discus-
sions on how to support local com-
munities.

“Because Charlie’s Cafe is not
located in the city centre, the initial
idea of people walking in (to
redeem meals) didn’t work.

“So we chose to work with
non-governmental organisations
(NGO), friends and community
groups by supplying food to refu-
gees and welfare homes.

“We continued the concept until
June last year but had to slow
down to fully focus on ensuring
our business stayed afloat.”

The meals have been suspended
during the MCO and National
Recovery Plan.

Instead, Charlie’s Cafe prepares
food on a needs basis to be distrib-
uted by friends and community
groups to refugee centres, old folks
homes and orphanages.

“The MCO has greatly challenged
our business.

“It’s not that we don’t want to
continue the ‘pay it forward’
meals, but it’s very challenging to
run a business on minimal man-
power.

“We have to work three times
harder now to keep the cafe run-
ning.

“About 95% of the orders during
MCO are for deliveries,” said
Tuzan.

He said Charlie’s Cafe might con-
sider restarting its “pay it forward”
meals soon and on a smaller scale.

“We can only accommodate
about 20 to 30 meals now. Pre-
MCO, we used to prepare about
200 meals a month,” he said.

“Prior to the Covid-19 pandemic,
we also worked with an NGO by
taking in every year one or two
people who had served their time
in prison.

“They worked in our kitchens
for a few months before transition-
ing to the next phase of their lives.

“Serving communities is very
close to our hearts, so we hope to
continue the programme when
business is better,” he added.

Dapur Kinrara

Six months into its operations,
Dapur Kinrara registered as an
NGO and even established a
branch at a Hindu temple in
Puchong, Selangor.

“Dapur Kinrara is a soup kitchen
run by a group of volunteers,” said
Kinrara assemblyman Ng Sze Han.

“It is open every Sunday, from
noon to 2pm, serving hot meals to
the needy.”

Established using RM15,000 in
seed funding from Ng’s office,
Dapur Kinrara started operating in
mid-December 2020 at a communi-
ty hall in Bandar Puchong Jaya.

It was registered as an NGO to

“We now cook for
2,000 people on
average. They
include refugees,
migrant workers
and poor families.
There are 120
volunteers
sharing the
workload.”

Wong Suet Beng

ensure transparency and account-
ability, said Ng.

“Dapur Kinrara volunteers pre-
pare 300 to 400 sets of meals for
more than 200 families every
week.

“Only vegetarian food is served,
to make it suitable for people of all
races and religions,” he said, add-
ing that the meals comprised rice
with at least four to five dishes.

While people are encouraged to
bring their own containers on nor-
mal days, to promote environmen-
tal awareness, food is pre-packed
during the lockdown to ensure
pick-up is faster and to reduce
physical contact.

“The meals are simple, like fried
rice and fried noodles, as Dapur
Kinrara operates with a smaller
team,” explained Ng.

“Before the MCO, we had more
than 100 volunteers. They were
assigned shifts to handle different
duties such as cooking, serving
and cleaning.

“There are only about 10 volun-
teers during Phase One of the
NRP.”

He observed that there were
more new faces visiting Dapur
Kinrara during MCO, indicating
that there were more people need-
ing help.

He said Dapur Kinrara had
grown to be self-sustainable,
receiving regular donations from
the public and companies.

“These include surplus produce
donated by shops selling organic
produce in Puchong, besides
fruits, buns, biscuits and cash
from well-wishers,” he said.

“The donors send vegetables
and other ingredients every week,
so the volunteers cook meals
based on what is available.

“Surplus raw ingredients are
distributed to old folks homes and
other soup kitchens.”

Tuzan says
during the
lockdown, the
cafe prepares
hot meals on a
needs basis
for the less
fortunate.

N et

Ng handing over a freshly cooked vegetarian meal prepared by Dapur
Kinrara 2.0 to a recipient at Maheswari Kaliamman Temple in Taman

Bunga Melor, Puchong.

On festive occasions, Dapur
Kinrara also distributes glutinous
rice dumplings and mandarin
oranges.

A Dapur Kinrara 2.0 was estab-
lished in early June at Sri Maha
Maheswari Kaliamman Temple in
Taman Bunga Melor at 13th Mile
in Puchong.

“This soup kitchen is managed
by the temple’s committee and hot
meals are distributed on Friday
evenings from 6pm onwards,” said
Ng.

“The committee uses ingredients
that are partly sponsored by
Dapur Kinrara to prepare about
200 packs of meals,” he said.

He likened Dapur Kinrara’s
effort as “from the community to
the community”, with the soup
kitchen serving as a platform for
recipients and donors.

“We have had companies bring-
ing their teams to cook food for
the needy as a CSR programme
(during non-MCO period),” he
said.

“The message we want to share
is that Dapur Kinrara is not only
about giving food but also love to
the community.”

The team is now focusing on
ensuring Dapur Kinrara 2.0
becomes self-sustainable and wel-
comes expansion of its concept to
other areas beyond Puchong.

“A key factor to our success is
our pool of dedicated and
kind-hearted volunteers who are
willing to contribute to society,”
said Ng.

“We are toying with the idea of
turning Dapur Kinrara into a
training platform, in future, for
single mothers who would like to
venture into small food business-
es.
“It will be a training space
and cloud kitchen for them to
prepare food and sell via delivery

services,” he added.
For details, visit https://bit.ly/
3jwBp6z

The Assembly Soup Kitchen

Like-minded people with a giv-
ing heart are coming together to
help others in need during these
tough times.

One such group is The Assembly
Soup Kitchen in Glenmarie, Shah
Alam.

Its coordinator-volunteer Wong
Suet Beng said it started with a
few members from the
Community Baptist Church in
Subang Jaya wanting to give food
aid to a refugee community that
they had been helping.

She said members pooled
resources to buy produce and
cook dinner from their own
homes on Saturdays for 200 peo-
ple, beginning May last year.

“As the weeks went by, the
request for food kept increasing
by the week.

“One of our volunteers gave us
a space in a commercial kitchen
located in Glenmarie, to work.

“We are unable to use the kitch-
en during the NRP, so volunteers
are back to using their own kitch-
ens,” she said.

‘Wong said they now cooked for
2,000 people on average, among
whom are refugees, migrant work-
ers and poor families.

She added that there were 120
volunteers sharing the workload.
‘Wong said many food companies
had begun donating milk, dry food
items and fruits, which they had
included as additional items for
recipients.

‘Watch the video
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PETALING JAYA: Malaysia and Turkey have
signed a joint declaration on the expansion of
the free trade agreement or FTA between the
two governments to reinforce the mandate in
pursuing the expansion of the agreement to
include chapters on services, investment and
e-commerce, the International Trade and
Industry Ministry (Miti) said.

In a statement, Miti said the agreement
was signed between its minister, Datuk Seri
Mohamed Azmin Ali, and Turkey’s Minister
of Trade Mehmet Mus during its trade and
investment mission (TIM) to the country, in
the effort to enhance bilateral trade and
showcasing Malaysia as an investment desti-
nation of choice.

“The signing of the joint declaration marks
a resolute commitment from both countries
to continue to take the path of progressive

liberalisation at a time when new forms of
protectionism are taking root,” it said.

Miti said a bilateral meeting between
Azmin, who is also Senior Minister, and
Mehmet had discussed a wide spectrum of
measures to enhance bilateral economic,
trade and investment relations.

“Particularly, the discussions centred on
the implementation of the Malaysia-Turkey
FTA (MTFTA) and the way forward to
advance negotiations to expand the MTFTA.

“Both ministers agreed to intensify efforts
to conclude the text-based negotiations of
the MTFTA expansion this year,” it added.

Meanwhile in a separate event, Azmin
also witnessed the signing of a heads of
agreement between Sapura Technics Sdn
Bhd and Turkish Airlines Technic Inc in
Istanbul.

This marked a strategic joint venture on
maintenance, repair and overhaul or MRO
operations in Senai Airport, Johor Baru.

“The signing is testament to the govern-
ment’s efforts towards further strengthening
the ongoing business linkages between
Malaysia and Turkey as well as enhancing
the advancement of Malaysia’s aerospace
ecosystem to be a regional leader,” said Miti.

In the meantime, Azmin has reiterated
Malaysia’s clear and comprehensive exit
strategy through the National Recovery Plan.

The minister shared that Malaysia was
accelerating its immunisation programme,
targeted to ensure that Malaysia will have a
smooth and swift exit out of the pandemic
and advance along the trajectory of robust
and sustained economic recovery. —
Bernama
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Trade performance maintains upward trend

ECONOMY

By THOMAS HUONG
huong@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: Despite daunting chal-
lenges, the Malaysian economy is now on the
path to recovery and projected to chart better
growth this year, said International Trade
and Industry (Miti) Minister Datuk Seri
Mohamed Azmin Ali.

In his speech at the online 2021 Malaysian
Economic Summit, Azmin said prospects for
an economic upswing are far brighter in
2021, thanks to an uptake in global demand,
increased public and private sector expendi-
ture as well as continued policy support.

“This will also be reflected in the recovery
of labour market conditions and higher pro-
duction in manufacturing, particularly in
electrical and electronics, and the oil and gas
facilities,” he said.

Azmin’s speech was delivered at the confer-
ence, themed “Spurring Malaysia’s Productivity
and Growth After the Covid-19 Pandemic”, by
his Deputy Minister Datuk Lim Ban Hong. The
conference was organised by think tank KSI
Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific.

Azmin also pointed out that Malaysia’s trade
performance had maintained its uptrend in
May 2021, with trade expanding by 48.7% to
RM170.88bil, compared with May 2020.

Trade, exports and imports recorded the
highest monthly value in May and registered
double-digit growth for four consecutive
months.

He noted that the country is seeing the first
fruit of the National Investment Aspirations
with RM80.6bil worth of approved invest-
ments in the manufacturing, services and
primary sectors for the first quarter of 2021,

which was a surge of 95.6% compared with
the same period last year.

Meanwhile, Bursa Malaysia Bhd chairman
Tan Sri Abdul Wahid Omar said that at the
current rate of 337,000 doses per day, Malaysia
could have 70% of its population fully vacci-
nated in 100 days - by end-October 2021.

“Itis therefore our hope that as the vaccina-
tion rate increases, we can uplift and do away
the broad-based lockdown and have more
targeted lockdowns only in highly infected or
affected areas,” he said.

Abdul Wahid also pointed out that the
country’s current account, in its balance of
payments for the first quarter of 2021,
remained healthy at RM12.3bil or 3.3% of
gross domestic product (GDP).

“Bank Negara’s international reserves of
US$111bil (RM465.15bil) is sufficient to finance
8.2 months of retained imports and the bank-
ing system remains well capitalised with core
equity tier-one ratio of 14.8%, a sufficient buff-
er against unexpected risks,” he added.

Abdul Wahid noted that many may com-
plain the stimulus packages are inadequate -
without broad-based tax such as goods and
services tax. The government’s resources are
rather limited with fiscal deficit of 6.2% of
GDP in 2020 and which is expected to widen
further to 6.8% in 2021, compared to the ear-
lier official forecast of 6%.

“The government has been prudent and
introduced initiatives that do not unnecessar-
ily put strain on our fiscal position but at the
same time, cushion the rakyat from the worst
effects of the economic downturn. It is a deli-
cate balancing act,” he said.

“But too wide a fiscal deficit and high gov-
ernment debt level may risk a downgrade in
credit rating, resulting in higher borrowing
cost and potentially weakening the currency.”

Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs

" Minister Datuk Seri Alexander Nanta Linggi

said that according to Federation of Malaysian
Business Associations data, the retail sector -
in particular shopping malls - had provided
jobs for a million workers.

“It is estimated that 20% of this workforce
lost their jobs before the enhanced movement
control order and 20% of the shops were also
closed. These statistics paint a grave reality
for our economy,” he said.

Nanta added that in 2019, distributive trade
alone contributed 17% (RM1,326.6bil in sales
volume) of the economy.

He highlighted that the first industrial vac-
cination centre under the government's Retail
Industry Vaccination Programme (RiVAC) will
be opened at Cititel Mid Valley City, Kuala
Lumpur, starting July 26.

RIiVAC targets frontliners such as cashiers,
sales personnel, restaurant crew, petrol sta-
tion workers, supermarket staff, departmen-
tal store employees, barbers and beauticians,
shopping complex management staff and
distribution chain workers. To date, 1,823
companies have registered for RiVAC.

“The ministry targets at least 500,000 front-
line workers in the retail economic sector
nationwide to join RiVAC as soon as possible.
We are committed to ensuring the retail sec-
tor is revived and fully opened as soon as
possible,” said Nanta.

Economic Action Council executive direc-
tor Tan Sri Dr Noor Azlan Ghazali said the
government needs to relook at developing
high-skilled talents for economic growth.

“I would seriously urge Malaysia to look at
the entirety of our education system - from pre-
school, high school as well as the universities.

“If we talk about growth and productivity,
we really have to address this issue — about
producing, attracting and retaining talent,”
said Noor Azlan, who was among the panelists
in a discussion themed “Will Productivity and
Growth Return after the Covid-19 Pandemic?”
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restaurant to be delivered to families and migrant workers in

Puchong.

Jobless folk rely on
food aid to survive

MANY poor families, low-wage
migrant workers and refugees
are benefitting from the free
hot meals served by organisa-
tions, restaurants and Good
Samaritans in Puchong,
Selangor.

One of the beneficiaries of
Kinrara assemblyman Ng Sze
Han’s food programme Dapur
Kinrara is Lim Ewe Seng, 61,
from Bandar Puchong Jaya,
Puchong.

Lim used to sell scratch-off
lottery tickets on the streets to
make ends meet, but had not
been able to do so since the
Covid-19 pandemic began last
year.

“I am not married. I live with
my siblings who are also elderly.
“We are all not doing well

financially, so we try to cut
expenses as much as we can
and that is why I come here to
collect free food on Sundays,”
he said.

Another senior citizen from
the same neighbourhood,
Phang Lum, 65, also gets food
from Dapur Kinrara.

He said he had no money
and was just trying to survive
without burdening anyone in
his family.

Former kindergarten teacher
Eylen Vincent, 68, from Taman
Kinrara, Puchong, goes to
Dapur Kinrara to get suste-
nance for herself and her hus-
band.

Her children could not help
much, she said, so the couple
depended on free ration from
non-governmental organisa-
tions to get by.

“Things took a turn for the
worse after I lost my teaching
job due to the pandemic.

“My husband is 78 years old
and he cannot work anymore.

“I am grateful for any help
that I can get,” she said.

Several struggling families in
Puchong turn to Raashi Kitchen
in Subang Jaya for hot meals.

SP Dharma, 63, from
Puchong said he volunteered to
pick up and deliver food to the
poor families in his Taman
Kinrara neighbourhood after
learning about Raashi Kitchen’s
free daily lunch effort.

“I am active in my communi-
ty and know of the struggles
some families face to put food
on the table since the pandemic
started, as many have lost their
source of income.

e Bk 1
Mathan collecting free lunch
from Raashi Kitchen to feed
his extended family that
includes his father-in-law
who is ill.

“When I learned about the
aid initiative, I volunteered to
deliver food to the families
because the restaurant is not
too far from my neighbour-
hood.

“I usually pick up 18 packs
and deliver to six families but
recently, I added another 10
packs after finding out about a
group of Indian nationals who
are jobless and out of money
due to the lockdown.

“They used to work at a car-
wash.

“I am doing my bit by offer-
ing free delivery.

“I hope more people with the
ability to help will lend a hand
to those in need,” he said, add-
ing that he was grateful for
people like the owner of Raashi
Kitchen.The family of ware-
house attendant K. Mathan, 20,
from Puchong is one of the
beneficiaries of the free lunch
provided by Raashi Kitchen.

The new father said besides
supporting his young family, he
supported his in-laws after his
father-in-law fell ill and was
now jobless.

“I am very grateful to the res-
taurant owner for lessening
some of my burden.

“I know how meaningful the
food aid is for those in need.
So, I also help the owner deliv-
er food to others who are una-
ble to travel to the restaurant to
collect the meals,” he said.
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> Food basket donors may contact
Shah Alam City Council’s
community development
department for donations to the
needy. For details, call 019-367
6634 (Syahid) or 011-3260 4000
(Khuzaifah).

> Petaling Jaya City Council has
arranged for free transit vans to
ferry the disabled who are residing
in Petaling Jaya to vaccination
centres under its purview.
Operation hours are from 9am to
5pm, Monday to Sunday. Bookings
must be made on the same day
starting from 8am. For details, call
03-7956 0203.

> Ratepayers under the Subang
Jaya City Council can now access
their second term e-bills at www.
mbsj.gov.my. Payment deadline is
August 31.

> Kajang Municipal Council is
co-hosting a free webinar on
Covid-19 standard operating
procedure adherence, vaccination,
emotional challenges and
solutions at 10am on July 18. To
register visit https://meet.google.
com/wpt-dnae-mkn.
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Even in these worst of times, we can trust some of our politicians to bring us comic relief.

HERE'S a sick joke. If Covid-19
doesn’t kill us, we can still die laugh-
ing. And it's thanks to our dear poli-
ticians who have been providing
plenty of fodder for witty Malaysians
to make fun of.

As a fellow Malaysian, I truly
appreciate the puns, dark humour
and sarcasm in the form of memes,
GIFs and jokes that allow me to
laugh instead of scream at the idio-
cies emanating from people claim-
ing to represent public interests.

Our Health Minister Datuk Seri
Dr Adham Baba is the latest figure
of fun and ridicule for calling the
1918 flu pandemic the “Spanish
fly”, not just once but twice, at a talk
at Universiti Putra Malaysia.

I have no idea who he was
addressing, but he was comparing
the Covid-19 statistics with those of
the Spanish flu.

What makes the gaffe even more
laughable was that he didn’'t seem
to know what he got wrong so he
quickly switched to wabak, the
Malay word for epidemic, before
calling it “Spanish virus”.

And that wasn't the only mistake
he made. He said the two-year
Spanish “fly” happened in 1919,
before incorrectly correcting him-
self to say “1916”.

Reaction from netizens was swift
and brutal with the hashtag
#Spanishfly trending on Twitter.

While former education minister
Dr Maszlee Malik chose to identify
the “Spanish Fly” as a dangerous
wrestling move, others gleefully
went to town with its more well-
known reference to a sex stimulant
made from an emerald green bee-
tle.

I can only say Dr Adham brought
it on himself. He tried to be clever
but didn’t seem to have done his
homework. For a medical doctor to

JUNE HL
WONG

So aunty,
so what?

confuse “fly” with “flu” is simply
unbelievable.

Sadly, that is what we keep get-
ting from our politicians: flubs,
gaffes, ill-conceived movement con-
trol decisions and rules that confuse
and frustrate the people and busi-
nesses, scaring foreign investors
and, worst of all, relentlessly jos-
tling to keep or take Putrajaya by
luring elected representatives to
jump ship (our famous frogs) alleg-
edly with promises of huge ang
pow, GLC positions and/or con-
tracts.

Such selfishness and obsessive
grabbing for power have not gone
unnoticed. One photo in particular
that popped up on my social media
captured these antics perfectly.

It shows a bunch of monkeys all
over a car. Some are on the roof, the
bonnet, hanging on the doors; oth-
ers are in it, grabbing the steering
wheel or examining the controls.
Whoever came up with the caption
was spot-on, and really cracked me
up: “Different bands of monkeys
trying to take control of a car that
they don’t know how to drive.”

Granted, since taking power in
March 2020, the Perikatan Nasional
government has had the really

tough job of managing this unprec-
edented health and economic crisis.

But with its super-sized Cabinet,
Perikatan stumbled and fumbled its
way through the last 17 months in
power. Through it all, Malaysians
stayed patient while gritting our
teeth because we really had no
choice.

We had to put our trust some-
where even when many decisions
were clearly politically motivated,
in particular the declaration of a
state of Emergency.

The King approved it as a “pro-
active move to control and flatten
daily Covid-19 positive cases that
have breached four figures continu-
ously since December”. Our coun-
try was recording more than 2,000
new coronavirus cases daily then.

The premise was that the govern-
ment would have the power to take
over private healthcare facilities to
relieve the strain on public hospi-
tals. And Parliament, state assembly
sittings and elections are not
allowed.

Seven months on, we are worse
off than ever. Our infection cases
are way higher than the 2,000 that
justified the need for an Emergency.

And, as far as we know, no pri-
vate hospital or facility has been
commandeered to relieve the pres-
sure on government hospitals that
are close to breaking point.

Videos and photos of crowded
intensive care units and the
YouTube video Frontliners reveals
the truth about the Covid-19 crisis
in the Klang Valley. Recorded on
July 9, the video shows what a terri-
fying and desperate state our Klang
Valley government hospitals are in,
much like how overwhelmed
India’s healthcare facilities were a
couple of months ago.

Our shuttered economy is shat-

tered with thousands without jobs
and income. Suicide rates have shot
up with 336 cases reported to police
for the first three months of the
year. That's an average of four sui-
cides every day.

What fragile trust and confidence
Malaysians have in the government
is fast evaporating and being
replaced by boiling anger, cynicism
and desperation. And we are lash-
ing out in the only way possible
these days - venting and ranting on
social media.

That's why there was scant sym-
pathy for Prime Minister Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Yassin when his office
announced he had been hospital-
ised for diarrhoea. It made inter-
national headlines and Malaysians
went into overdrive with memes
and toilet jokes.

Neither were they in any mood to
applaud International Trade and
Industry Minister Datuk Seri
Mohamed Azmin Ali’s visit to
Austria - even if it was to woo new
investors.

The flood of vitriolic comments
from Malaysians directed at Azmin
on Austrian Digital and Economic
Affairs ~ Minister ~ Margarete
Schrambock’s Facebook, where she
posted a photo of the two meeting
over the weekend, was shocking to
say the least.

Dripping with sarcasm and black
humour, many netizens urged
Schrambock to keep him.

“We want to trade Azmin Ali with
anything convenient to you, a loaf a
stone, doesn’t matter. We'll take
anything for him to stay there.
Please consider this trade, thank
you,” said one.

In the eyes of Malaysians, Azmin
was a prime mover in the collapse
of the previous Pakatan Harapan
government. Many also hold his

ministry responsible for several
poor decisions affecting the econo-
my, including allowing factories to
operate, which became huge clus-
ters of infection.

Malaysians are suffering from
Covid-19 ennui and sinking into a
deep blue funk. Laughing at our
sorry lot helps even if it is tinged
with a touch of hysteria.

That's because while we may not
be a failed state yet, it does feel as if
our beloved country is a bus that is
careening down a steep mountain
road.

So far the brakes are working, but
if that should fail or the driver loses
control, the bus and all on board
will plunge over the cliff.

Former deputy prime minister
Tun Musa Hitam had said Malaysian
politics had become a joke because
of the political frogs and lack of
guiding philosophy or ideologies.

He’s right, but rather than philo-
sophy or ideologies, just plain integ-
rity, less politicking and a willing-
ness to consult the best minds, even
from the Opposition, to come up
with a really sound recovery plan
like Singapore’s are what is needed
to save Malaysia.

But knowing our politicians, that
sounds like a really bad joke, right?
That's why I'm laughing at this bit of
biting humour that rings so true:
Our government has our best
interests at heart and other hilari-
ous jokes you can tell yourself.

Muhyiddin and Perikatan are at
the steering wheel now and we can
only pray they get us safely to a
place where we can repair and
refuel our bus. Whether we get a
replacement driver remains to be
seen.

The views expressed here are the
writer’s own.
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KL & Selangor Chinese Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, automotive
association, accountants body put forward

their cases

PETALING JAYA: More trade groups
and associations have called on the
government to allow their members
to resume operations, amid news
that the number of new Covid-19
cases in Malaysia hit a daily record
high of 11,079 yesterday.

The Chinese Chamber of
Commerce and Industry of Kuala
Lumpur & Selangor (KLSCCCI)
yesterday urged Selangor Mentri
Besar Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari to
lift district-level lockdowns and
adopt targeted building-by-building
lockdowns.

In a statement, KLSCCCI outlined
various approaches that the
chamber claimed are better, more
effective and less damaging to the
state and businesses. These include
mass testing, doing away with
classification of sectors as essential
or non-essential, restrategising to
manage the endemic situation, and
vaccination as the ultimate solution.

KLSCCCI noted that main
economic activities such as
manufacturing and retail - including
shopping malls and standalone
shops - contributed a mere 9.7% and
0.8% respectively to the total
number of infections in May 2021.

“Businesses of different scales
and sizes are in dire straits and
teetering on the brink of bankruptcy
and closure after more than 17
months of various degrees of
MCOs,’ it said, adding that it hopes

to seek an urgent meeting with the
mentri besar to further explain and
articulate its proposed approaches
and measures.

KLSCCCI's survey of business
prospects and its member, Malaysia
Retail Chain Association (MRCA),
indicated  highly  pessimistic
business conditions. The MRCA
survey conducted in June 2021
showed that 97% of the retail
operators have 4.5 months of cash
flow left. By now, their cash flow will
last for only three months.

“We are deeply concerned that if
the state government continues with
the extension of phase one and EMCO
(enhanced movement control order)
lockdowns after July 16, the economic
devastation will be even deeper, long
lasting and more damaging as many
businesses are unable to survive
through a prolonged period of
lockdown,” it said.

The Malaysian Automotive
Association (MAA) is appealing to
the government to allow the
automotive sector (workshops and
distribution centres for passenger
and commercial vehicles and spare
parts) to operate immediately, albeit
at certain capacity levels and with
strict standard operating procedures
(SOPs) in place in states under the
EMCO, Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the
National Recovery Plan (NRP).

Selangor and Kuala Lumpur
accounted for close to 50% of

ouder

Malaysia’s total industry volume a
year. Many of the key automotive
companies for both production of
vehicles and components are in
these two areas. In addition, some
MAA members have their sole and
or central distribution centre (for
vehicles and spare parts) in Selangor
and Kuala Lumpur.

MAA also hopes that the
government will allow factories and
distribution centres for vehicles and
spare parts, and new vehicles
showrooms to operate in Phases 1 &
2 of the NRP.

MAA opined that the EMCO,
Phase 1 and Phase 2 of NRP
approach needs to be reviewed and
reconsidered, especially for key
economic zones like Selangor, Kuala
Lumpur, Perak, Johor, Penang and
Negri Sembilan.

“The whole supply chain in the
automotive sector has been
seriously affected particularly by the
complete shutdown of operations in
EMCO states/localities like Selangor
and Wilayah Persekutuan Kuala
Lumpur. Feedback received from
many of our members indicated that
business operations even in non-
EMCO states are hampered due to
disruptions in the supply chain,’
said MAA president Datuk Aishah
Ahmad.

During the EMCO, not a single
business activity from the
automotive sector is allowed to
operate, while for states under
Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the NRP,
vehicle showroom and
distributions centres are still not
allowed to operate despite the
opening up of most of the other
economic sectors; production and
distribution of automotive products
(motor vehicles, components and
parts), and sales of vehicles had

halted since June 1, 2021. The
stoppage of all these activities will
have implications for the entire
automotive ecosystem nationwide.

Meanwhile, the Malaysian Institute
of Certified Public Accountants
(MICPA) urged the government to
allow accountants to work from office
subject to their complying with SOPs
and to expedite the approval for
accountancy firms to reopen.

“Accountancy practices,
especially small and medium
practices, are suffering through the
pandemic. With the implementation
of the full MCO, accountancy firms
are not allowed to work from office.
Many cannot work from home due
to the lack of appropriate facilities
and inability of their clients to
produce the necessary accounting
records needed for audit or tax
purposes. Meanwhile, all of them are
incurring heavy staff costs and
overheads but are facing challenges
in collecting their fees from their
clients due to the FMCO,” MICPA
said.

It added that accountants are an
essential part of the business
ecosystem because they represent
financial frontliners in the
provision of services to the business
community such as audit, tax and
accounting services.

“Representations have been
made to the government authorities
for approval of accountancy
services to be treated as essential
services but the process has been
made difficult with too many
ministries being involved and a
straightforward approval has now
dragged on for almost a month.

“The situation is urgent as many
practitioners see their cash flow
being choked whilst staff salaries
need to be paid,” MICPA said.
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